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nonsense of a doctrine, and everybody Tails for it/ and.it
becomes an absolute epidemic. Nobody can get away from
it or escape the infection. Didn't they invent after the war
that comic idea of prohibition, an utterly preposterous
thing! And an interference with private life, with the
liberty of the individual, that is in absolutely grotesque
conflict with the so-called democratic ideals. Well, is not
that full of promise for the future? There may be invented
there, perhaps, a Socialism so effective and so radical that
the Bolsheviks will go pale with envy. With all the efficiency
that distinguishes these Americans, they will suddenly
tackle the job of making their country really an earthly
paradise. Perhaps they will invent a sort of Atlantic epoch,
a new age of earthly blessedness. An enforced and regulated
blessedness, of course, with an apportioned share of each and
every element of blessedness. Blessedness defined as the
fitting out of the little clerk and the girl typist with all they
want. We may see people coming to the fore who have
made up their minds that only the U.S.A. can manage the
thing the morbid old European continent has never
achieved."

"Have you ever been to the States?"

"No,** said Koch, "but an old revoluzi like me can feel all
that in his bones. In such a country the absurdest tilings are
bound suddenly to become reality. Adventurousness and
efficiency cannot fail to bring something *cute5 into being.
America, the land of children and gunmen. Life there is
primitive and yet fantastic."

"Irresponsible rubbish!" I said. "America seen through
crude 'movies' and cheap thrillers. That's no basis for
serious consideration of future relations between Germany
and the United States."

"Children and gunmen," Koch repeated. "Children are
always chucking their toys away and forgetting them. Just
so those people will throw away their democracy and
demand something new. Perhaps they will be sick of their
future State as quickly as they were of Prohibition. But that
is not the point. What matters is not,what they do but the
fact that something does get done. Something vast, new,
maignificent, Fnx quite sure that something is coming there